                                                  The Catcher in the Rye Study Questions

Answer all questions on your own paper.
Chapters 1-3
1. What does Holden say is “David Copperfield kind of” stuff? What do you think this means?
2. What does Holden say he is going to tell about? Where is Holden when the book begins?
3. Who is D. B.? 

4. Holden starts telling his story. Where is he? What day is it? 
5. Why did Holden like Selma Thurmer?
6. Why isn’t Holden at the football game?

7. What happened with the fencing foils? What is the fencing team’s reaction? 
8. What is Holden’s good memory of Pencey? Why do you think this is such a good memory for him?
9. Describe Holden’s academic history.  Why is his academic performance so poor?
10. Who is Mr. Spencer? Why does Spencer depress Holden? 
11. Describe Holden. How does Holden act?

olen

12. Why does Holden hate the word “grand”?

13. Summarize what Holden writes in his note to Mr. Spencer at the bottom of his essay.

14. What does Holden think of when Mr. Spencer is speaking?
15. Why did Holden leave Elkton Hills?
16. What about Holden seems to bother Mr. Spencer the most?
17. Holden says, “I’m the most terrific liar you ever saw in your life” (pg. 16). Do you believe him?
      Why or why not?

18. Describe Holden’s hat. What kind of hat is it? Why do you think he chooses to wear a hat like that?

19. Holden says, “I’m quite illiterate, but I read a lot.”?  Does this statement make sense? Why or why not?

20. Does Holden have a good self-image?  Give evidence to support your answer.

21. Describe Ackley.  What disgusting things does he do?

22. Why won’t Ackley leave Holden’s room? 

23. Why does Ackley tell Holden to grow up?
24. What does Ackley think of Stradlater? What does Holden tell Ackley about Stradlater?
25. What would Holden like to do to the authors he likes?  

26. Holden is the narrator of The Catcher in the Rye. Is his tone in telling his story formal or conversational? 
Chapters 4-6
1. What is Holden’s nervous habit?  
2. Describe Stradlater.

3. Tell two things Holden says about Stradlater. What does Holden think about these traits? 

4. What does Stradlater ask Holden to do for him?  Why do you think Holden does it?

5. Why does Holden tap dance? How is it different from Stradlater’s whistling?
6. How does Holden’s hat conflict with the tone he uses with Stradlater?

7. Why does Holden get Stradlater in a half-nelson? What do Holden’s actions show you about his state of mind?

8. When Stradlater mentions Jane, how does Holden react?
9. What is Holden’s connection to Jane? When did he know her?
10. What does Holden tell Stadlater about Jane’s stepfather?
11. What is Stradlater’s relationship with Jane?  
12. What does Holden want Stradlater to ask Jane?

13. Why won’t Holden go downstairs to talk to Jane? What do you think is his real reason?

14. What bothers Holden about Stradlater going out with Jane?
15. Where do Holden and Mel Brossard decide to go? Why do you think Holden invites Ackley along?
16. Why does Holden change his mind about throwing the snowball?

17. What is written on Allie’s mitt? 
18. Holden kept Allie’s mitt and is writing an essay about it. What does this reveal about Holden?
19. Describe Allie. How did Holden feel about Allie?  

20. Why did Allie’s die? How old was he when he died? What did Holden do the night Allie died?

21. Can the reader trust Holden as a narrator? Why or why not?

22. What is Stradlater’s reaction to the essay Holden writes?  What does Holden do?

23. What did Jane and Stradlater do on their date? What does Holden do after Stradlater tells him what they did? 

      What does this show about Holden’s feelings for Jane?
24. What does Stradlater do to Holden after Holden calls him a moron? 

25. Where does Holden go at the end of Chapter 6?
Chapters 7-10
1. Who does Holden wake up? Why? 

2. What is Holden’s plan as he leaves Pencey?  Why does he leave?

3. Do you think it is a good idea for him to leave Pencey? Why or why not?
4. Why do the ice skates make Holden sad?
5. Who does Holden meet on the train? What lies does he tell her? Why does he lie to her? 
6. What does Holden really think about Ernie Morrow?

7. What does Holden say about mothers?
8. Why does Holden think people might believe that he is older than he really is?

9. What does Holden ask the cab driver? How does the driver respond? How does this answer make 
    Holden feel?

10. What does Holden see out of the window of his hotel room?  Why doesn’t he close the window? 

11. What is the conflict in Holden’s feelings about what he sees?
12. Why doesn’t Holden call Jane?
13. Who is Faith Cavendish and what was her profession? What does Holden want her to do?

14. Why does Holden think of Faith almost at the same time as he thinks of Jane?  What conflict does 

      this show in Holden? 

15. Who is the only dumb one in Holden’s family? Do you believe this? Why or why not? What does 

      this say about Holden’s self-esteem?
16. Describe Phoebe. What is her relationship to Holden? What does Holden like about Phoebe?

17. What is the Lavender Room?

18. Why does Holden think the three women are laughing at him? What would be funny?

19. Why does Holden want to dance with the women? 

20. What does Holden think about girls?

21. What trick does Holden play on Marty? How does he feel about it?

22. What name does he tell them is his?

23. What does Holden think about the secretaries from Seattle?

24. Do you think Holden is a snob? Why or why not? 
Chapters 11-14
1. Describe Jane. What did Holden and Jane do together? What didn’t they do together? How does Holden feel 

    about Jane?
2. What happened in Jane’s past that makes Holden sympathetic? Do you think that more happened to 

    Jane than is stated? Explain. 
3. What’s awful about a laugh at night? How does it make Holden feel? What does it make him wish for?

4. What does Holden ask the cabby? What does he answer? 
5. Why does Holden ask about the ducks? What does his question tell about Holden’s mindset? 
6. How are the fish different? What does Horwitz think about the fish?

7. How this is this cabby different than the earlier cabby?

8. Why does Holden invite the cabby for drinks?

9. What is Ernie’s? According to Holden, why is Ernie’s phony? Why is Holden there?
10. What does Holden think about the people sitting near his table?
11. Describe Lillian Simmons.  Why, according to Holden, is she a phony?
12. What does Holden’s brother, D.B, do for a living?
13. How does Holden get back to his hotel? Other than what he tells you, why does Holden decide to do this?
14. Why does Holden say that he is “partly yellow”?
15. What does Maurice offer Holden in the elevator? Why does he take this offer? 
16. Is Holden sexually experienced?
17. According to Holden, what happens when he starts fooling around? Why does he keep stopping? 

      What does this indicate about him?

18. What does Holden want to do with Sunny? What depresses him about her?

19. Why won’t Holden pay extra just to get rid of her?

20. Who does Holden imagine he is talking to? What incident does he remember? Why does he remember 
      this one incident?

21. What does Maurice want? Why won’t Holden give it to him?

22. What does Holden do when Sunny takes the money? Why does he do this?
23. Why does Maurice hit him?

24. What does Holden pretend happened to him? What does he imagine doing?

25. What does Holden think about when he is in bed?  Why doesn’t he do it?

Chapters 15-16

1. Who does Holden think of calling? Why doesn’t he?

2. Who does Holden call instead? What is Holden’s history with her?

3. What word does Holden hate? Why? 

4. What does Holden’s father do for a living? Why is Holden’s mother not healthy?

5. What is the first thing that Holden notices about the nuns? Is he being snobby? Why or why not?

6. According to Holden, what is an important thing to consider in choosing a roommate?  Does this seem 

    reasonable? Why or why not? 
7. How much money does Holden give the nuns? What is significant about that number?

8. How do the nuns treat Holden? Why does he like them?

9. What is the difference between the nuns and most adults Holden knows?

10. Why did it drive Holden crazy when Mercutio was killed?

11. What record does Holden want to buy? Who is the record for? 

12. When Holden walks to the record store, he sees a little child. What are his parents doing? What is the child 

      singing? How does this make him feel?

13. What happens when Holden calls Jane?

14. Who does Holden want to meet in “the Mall”? What does a girl tell him? What does Holden do for her? What 

      does Holden love about kids?

15. What is the “Museum routine” Holden tells about?

16. Why does he like Eskimos on the Pond? What are some other things he likes about the museum?

17. Complete the quote: “The only thing that would be different would be you. Not that you would be so _________.”

      What does this quote show about Holden?

18. Why does Holden really want to go to the museum?

19. Before Holden goes to the museum, he runs into two children. How do they treat him? 

20. How do Holden’s emotions change as he is on his way to the museum? Why doesn’t he go in? Where does he go

      instead?

Chapters 17-18

1. Why is watching girls depressing for Holden?

2. What is Harris Macklin’s skill?  What does Holden conclude about boring people?

3. How does Holden feel when he sees Sally? Why does he think this is crazy?

4. What does Holden tell Sally in the cab? Does he mean it?

5. What does Holden think of the conversation between George and Sally? Why?

6. Name the places that Holden and Sally go on their date. How does Holden feel about each of these places?

7. Why does Holden hate boys’ school?

8. Where does Holden ask Sally to go? What does he want to do there? What is Sally’s reaction?
9. How do Holden and Sally feel about each other by the end of the date?
10. Who does Holden call after he leaves Sally? Is he successful?

11. Who is Carl Luce? How does Holden feel about him? Why does Holden call him? 

12. How does Holden feel about the show and movie he sees at radio city music hall? Why?

13. How does the woman sitting next to Holden in the movie theater treat her son?  Why does this bother Holden?

14. What is D.B.’s view of the army?

15. What does Holden say is phony about D.B.?

16. What does Holden say he will do if there is another war?

Chapters 19-22
1. What does Holden think of the Wicker Bar and the people who go there? Why does he think this?
2. What does Holden remember Carl talking about all of the time at Whooton?

3. What does Carl Luce mean by “a typical Caulfield question”?

4. What do Holden and Carl discuss?
5. What does Carl Luce say that Holden needs?

6. How has Carl changed since his days with Holden at Whooton? 
7. After he gets really drunk, what does Holden pretend happened to him? Why do you think he pretends this?

8. Who does Holden call? What does he tell her?

9. Why does Holden go to the park?

10. What happens to the record Holden bought?

11. What is the condition of the little lake? How does this reflect Holden’s state of mind?
12. Why did Holden stop going to Allie’s grave?
13. Where does Holden go when he leaves the park?

14. How does Holden feel about Phoebe? What are some of her personality traits?

15. How does Holden feel when he sees Phoebe?

16. What is Phoebe’s reaction when Holden wakes her? How does Holden feel about this?

17. What does Phoebe do with the broken record? What does this show about her feelings for Holden?
18. What is Phoebe’s reaction to Holden’s expulsion from Pencey Prep?

19. Why did Holden hate Pencey Prep?
20. What happened on Veterans’ Day? Why did this depress Holden?

21. What does Phoebe ask Holden to name? What is his response?

22. What happened to James Castle at Elkton Hills? Why? What happened to the boys who were involved?

23. Holden misunderstands the lyrics of a song. What does he think the lyric is? What is the real lyric and who 

      wrote it?

24. What does Holden say is the only thing he’d like to be? Why? 
25. How does the title of the novel figure into this ambition of Holden’s?  What does his ambition show about 
      Holden?

26. Tell your opinion about Holden’s relationship with his parents.

Chapters 23-24
1. Who is Mr. Antolini? Why does Holden like him? What did Mr. Antolini do for James Castle?

2. What does Holden do when his mother comes home?
3. What does Holden do that scares Phoebe?

4. What else, besides the broken record, does Holden give Phoebe? Why is this significant?

5. Where does Holden go when he leaves his house?

6. What did Holden dislike about his Oral Expression class?
7. What does Mr. Antolini tell Holden about the type of fall Holden is “riding for”? 
8. What does he say Holden might be like at age thirty?

9. How does Mr. Antolini say he can see Holden dying?

10. What quote does Mr. Antolini write for Holden? What does this quote mean?

11. What kind of information does Mr. Antolini say that Holden will find someday?
12. When Holden wakes up, what is Mr. Antolini doing?
13. What do you think is Mr. Antolini’s motivation for his action? Why do you think this?

14. What is Holden’s reaction? What does he think Mr. Antolini was trying to do?

Chapters 25-26

1. Where does Holden go when he leaves Mr. Antolini’s house? What does Holden do?

2. What day is it?

3. How does Holden begin to feel when he steps off the curb into the street? What does he start doing every time 

    he crosses a street?

4. Holden makes a decision while he is sitting on a bench. What does Holden decide to do?

5. What does Holden tell Phoebe in his note?

6. Why does the profanity written on the school wall bother Holden? What does he do to the writing?
7. What does Holden explain is “the whole trouble”(pg. 204)?

8. What are the rules of Holden’s cabin?

9. What is Phoebe carrying when Holden sees her? What does she want to do?

10. What does Phoebe throw at Holden? Why does she do this?
11. Where do Holden and Phoebe go in the park? Who rides on it?

12. Why is Holden afraid when Phoebe reaches for the gold ring? Does he do anything? Why or why not? 
13. What is the symbolism of the gold ring?
14. Why does Holden decide to go home?

15. Why does Holden suddenly feel happy? What is he doing?

16. Where is Holden in Chapter 26?

17. What does the psychoanalyst keep asking Holden?

18. What is Holden’s final piece of advice to the reader? What do you think he means?

19. What do you think will happen to Holden in the future? Why do you think this?
