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Name ‘ ; : C.Iass . ) . ‘ Daze :
RECOGNIZING COMMON LANGUAGE
ERRORS = ¢

"This list, based on a recent SAT IT overview, shows common types of errors found

on standardized tests. Check off esch type when you feel confident about handling it l ™

i

Problem | lllustration _ Correction _ % i
tense ' After he broke his arm, he After he broke his arm, he was 3
sequence i home for weeks. home ... .~ ; '
pronoun shift. | If one is tense, they should try If one is tense, one should try to s
§ L e ——_— torelax- . ] i rs!ax..: s, '.;‘: Seee ae, s B g“;
varallelism She skis, plays tennis, She skis, plays tennis, and hang g
and flying hang gliders. glides. i ;‘;
noun Ant and Sarah want to | Ann and Sarah want, to be pilots: g
agreement be a pilot. _ g;
pronoun | Several people wanted the Several people wanted the job; 5
reference Job, and he or she filled out and they filled out the required g
.__-.| Tthe required forms, forms. _ : b g
subject-verb | Thers is elght people on | There are eight people . . . i E
agreement the shore. _ ‘ e ' g
.coordination/ | Nancy has 2 rash, and probably Nancy has  rash probably :
subordination | she is allergic to something. | becausé she is allergic to
e s b .. | GOmething, G - @;,,_
logical. Harry grew more vegetables Harry grew more vegetables than ¢
comparisor than his neighbor's garden. =~ | his neighbor grew. -
- modification; | Barking. loudly, the tree had the - ‘Betausé it hiad wrapped it leash -
word ordear dog’s leash wrapped around it. | “@round the tree, the dog barked | :
ambiguous I the article they say -~ The article said that few
| pronouns that few people voted. people voted. -
diction He circumvented the - He circumnavigated the globe ... |
globe on his trip. : :
wordiness We have many problems in our There are many problems in the
. contemporary world in which we, live. | world, o a ) _
- mismodifying If-your car is parked here while . [-If your car is parked here and
_hiot eating in the vestaurant, = | vou are not eating in the
| itwill be'towed away. - - : restaurant, it will be towed away.
pronoun case | He sat between Youandiat " | He sat between You and me.. . . g
" the stadium, ' E g
idiom: Al had a different opinion . Al had a different opinion of her, £
_ towards her, - . . ¢ AL e iy : : ¢
comparison Of the sixtesn executives, Of the sixteen executives, *f
__of modifiers | Meg makes more money. - | Meg makes the most money. . .. ]
fragments Fred having to go home early.- -Fred had to go home early. : B
double Manuel has scarcely no free time. | Manue! has scarcely any free time. »
negative T ; h e : @3’




